
Oklee       Sunday       12/21/25    8:00 a.m.   †Jim Dulka 

Grygla       Sunday       12/21/25   10:15 a.m.   FTP 

Goodridge  Sunday       12/21/25   12:00 p.m.     †Fr. Rick Lambert 

 ———————————————————————— 

Oklee            Monday       12/22/25     8:00 a.m.       Beatrice McGowan    

Goodridge    Tuesday      12/23/25     5:30 p.m.      †Theresa Mutnansky 

                   Christmas Eve and Christmas Day      

     Bishop Cozzens will be in Oklee for Christmas Eve Mass 

Oklee        Wednesday  12/24/25   4:00 p.m.       †Ambrose Bergeron  

Goodridge Thursday     12/25/25    8:30 a.m.      FTP 

Grygla        Thursday    12/25/25   10:30 a.m.    Tillie Berstein 

———————————————————————— 

Oklee       Sunday       12/28/25    8:00 a.m.     †Ralf Edin 

Grygla       Sunday       12/28/25   10:15 a.m.     Tillie Bernstein 

Goodridge  Sunday       12/28/25   12:00 p.m.       FTP 

———————————————————————— 

Oklee            Monday       12/29/25   8:00 a.m.        Howard McGowan 

Grygla          Tuesday      12/30/25   5:30 p.m.        Special Intention 

                   New Years Eve and New Years Day  

Oklee        Wednesday  12/31/25    4:00 p.m.      Schumacher Family 

Goodridge Thursday     1/01/26     8:30 a.m.       Jeff Blickenstaff 

Grygla        Thursday     1/01/26     10:30 a.m.     FTP 

 

 

 

December 21,  2025  4th Sunday of Advent   

Bulletin for the Catholic Parishes of  
Oklee, Grygla, and Goodridge 

Contact Information 

 

Clergy:     Fr. Bryan Kujawa 

bkujawa@oggcatholic.org 

   soundcloud.com/frbryankujawa 

 
Bookkeeper/Secretary:  

Gerri Rustan 
 parishstaff@oggcatholic.org 

 
Address  Post Office Box 126 
    301 Governor Street   
             Oklee, MN 56742 
 
Website: www.oggcatholic.org 

   facebook.com/oggcatholic 

     catholicbiblestudies.org 

Telephone:  (218) 796-5844 
 

 Confessions:  15  minutes before 
Mass 

  SAFE ENVIRONMENT 

NOTE: If you or someone you know 
has been the victim of sexual miscon-
duct on the part of a priest, deacon,  
or individual representing the Diocese 
of Crookston, its parishes, or its schools, 
your first call should be to law enforce-
ment. Red Lake County Sheriff at   
218-253-2996, Pennington County 
Sheriff at 218-681-6161, Marshall 
County Sheriff at 218-745-5411. In  
addition, Diocesan Victim Assistance 
Coordinator is available at 218-281-7895    
(24-hour confidential number). 

  Pray for our students! 



 

CLERGY COLUMN 

Happy Lord’s Day! 

Once the gifts are prepared, the priest prays the Prayer over the Offerings. This prayer does not con-
secrate the gifts; rather, it formally offers them to God and asks Him to receive and sanctify what 
has been placed on the altar. This reflects a basic rule of  biblical worship: offerings are never simply placed 
before God—they are named, offered, and prayed over. 
 
In the Temple worship, the priest did not improvise a new meaning for the gifts; he asked God to      
accept what He Himself  had commanded. The Church does the same. The Prayer over the Offer-
ings acknowledges that what lies on the altar is about to be taken up into Christ’s one sacrifice. 
 
Historically, such a prayer has always been part of  the Mass. In the Roman tradition it was called the 
Oratio super oblata (“the prayer over the things offered”). While the wording and number of  offertory 
prayers have developed over time, the act of  praying over the offerings has never disappeared—because 
sacrifice always demands prayerful offering. 
 
Immediately after the Prayer over the Offerings, the priest begins the Preface Dialogue: “The Lord be with 
you. (And with your spirit.) Lift up your hearts. (We lift them up to the Lord.) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
(It is right and just.)” In this dialogue, we are preparing to take part in the Eucharistic sacrifice by calling 
upon the Lord’s presence, lifting our hearts above earthly concerns, and giving thanks to God for what 
He has given us. I’ve mentioned this before, but the Greek word eucharistia means “thanksgiving”. We 
give thanks by entering into the thanksgiving sacrifice Jesus has commanded. 
 
Next comes the Preface, which is a solemn, public act of  thanksgiving directed to God prior to entering 
into the Eucharistic Prayer. There are several Prefaces in the Roman Missal, some specifically for each 
season of  the liturgical year, others for particular categories of  saints, and still more for other various 
categories. If  you listen to the words of  the Preface, you’ll notice that there is a basic structure to each 
one. It begins with properly acknowledging that we owe our gratitude to God as an obligation of  duty 
(“our duty and our salvation…”). Next, there is some attribute or reason given for why He is worthy of  
our praise and thanksgiving. Finally, we acknowledge that we are joining with all of  the saints in heaven 
in giving thanks and adoration to Him. (More on this final stage next week.) 
 
May the Lord give you his peace! 
Fr. Bryan 
       

Listen to audio sessions: https://frbryankujawa.podbean.com/  

 

Local Mass times for the Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God (Jan 1st): 
Oklee: 4:00 December 31st 
Goodridge: 8:30 a.m. January 1st 
Grygla: 10:30 a.m. January 1st 
 
Red Lake Falls: 5:30 p.m. December 31st 
Brooks: 8:30 a.m. January 1st 
Thief River Falls: 5:30 p.m. Both December 31st and January 1st  



       4th Sunday of Advent 

“When Joseph awoke, he did as the angel of the 
Lord had commanded him and took his wife into 
his home.” MATTHEW 1:24 

Putting our complete trust in the Lord without ex-

pecting anything in return. Striving to put God first 

in all things and follow Him wherever He may lead 

us. Joseph was a model of these pillars of our faith. 

As we prepare for the birth of our Lord, pray for 

the strength and courage to be a model of disciple-

ship, just as Joseph was .                                         

  

Meetings & Announcements 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Oklee: The 2026 Ministry lists  for January-April 

are available at the back of the church.   

 

 

 

The fourth candle on the Advent wreath is called the Candle of Love. Its warm light 
tells us that the waiting is almost over and that Jesus, our Savior, is near. This candle 
teaches us that love is more than just a feeling it is a choice to care, to forgive, and to 
give. 

When we light this candle, we remember that Immanuel means God with us. It is a 
beautiful truth that God chose to live among us, to walk with us, and to show us His 
never-ending love. As the light grows brighter, may our hearts also shine with the 
same love that Jesus brings into the world. 

The ilex or holly, and the ivy, both evergreen plants are traditional Christmas symbols: the 
holly for part of the same reason as the Glastonbury Rose is, because it represents the 
Crown of Thorns that the Savior will wear during His Passion. The holly has little sharp 
points all around its edges, much like a thorn and one can easily prick a finger by touching 
the leaf carelessly. The berries represent the drops of Blood He shed. Moreover, the holly is 
held by tradition to be of the same plant as the wood of the Cross was said to come from. 
During Advent and Christmas Christians acknowledge the need for a Savior and holly re-
minds them of this: the holly bough is one of St. John the Baptist's symbols; the Saint herald-
ed our Lord's coming as Isaiah did in the Old Testament. 

The ivy is so perennially green, that it symbolizes fidelity and immortality or eternal life in 
Christ. In addition, the ivy clings to its support as it grows, which symbolizes the Catholic's 
attachment and undying affection for his merciful Savior. 



TITHING 
St. Francis Xavier’s in Oklee 

December 14,  2025   
Adult Envelopes              $830.00 

Loose Plate                                        33.00 
Christmas Flowers                         120.00 
Endowment for Priests                   10.00  
Share in the Care                               10.00                             
Flowers for the Alter                         10.00 
Total                                               $1063.00          

 
St. Ann’s  in Goodridge 

December 14,  2025   
Adult Envelopes                         $480.00 

Priest Retirement                            90.00  
Total                                               $570.00 

 

     
 

  St. Clement’s in Grygla 
December 14,  2025   

Adult Envelopes                     $1189.00  
Loose  Plate                                     75.00 

Christmas Flowers                         20.00 
Priest Retirement                          115.00                          
Total                                             $1399.00 
 

   
 
                                      

Pray For Those 

Who Are Sick 

Shirley Dessellier 
Michael Bachand 
Debra Olson 
Ambrose Beaudoin 
Don LaCoursiere 
Cindy Determan 
Grace Rundell 
Bailey Herried Drotts 
Doris Dessellier  
Danielle Swanson 
Mark Stromberg 
Sylvia Remick Morey 
Tony Radniecki 
Darren Tougas 
Jude Syvertson 
Rick Dulka 
Dave Zavoral 
Josie Rodriguez  
Roy Rystad 
Dave Longtin, Shorty 

 
 
 
 
 

Recently  

Deceased Loved  

†Julie Paquin 

†Frankie Cyr 

†Cliff Melby 

†Jake Martell 

†Greg Eck 

†Annette LaCoursiere 
†Brad Gunderson            
†Larry Fossum                      
†JoAnn Hamm                  
†Gail (Lambert) Bowlin   

†Ambrose Bergeron 

†Richard Bourque 
†Delton Sebenaler  

†Reinold Lambert  

†Donna Bergeron 
†Bernard ”Pete” Plante 

†Odette Abboud 

†Doug Cullen 
†Bud Zavoral 
†Charlie Kiesow 

†Theresa Mutnansky 

†Tony Kiesow 
†Mike Paquin 

†Daniel Cullen 
†George Pittman 
†Brian Peterson 

    Anyone wishing to have a MASS offered for a loved one, living or deceased,           
you may leave name and the customary donation of $10.00 in the offering basket in an 
envelope. 

      St Francis Xavier’s  
 
Sunday,   December 21, 2025 
Sacristan:  Phyllis.  
Lector:      Bob 
Counters:  Jan & Gerri 
 
Sunday,   December 28, 2025 
Sacristan:  Phyllis.  
Lector:      Bob 
Counters:  Anne & Dolores 
 
Sunday,   January 4, 2026 
Sacristan:  Margaret.  
Lector:      Jan D 
Counters:  Margaret & Lora 

             St Ann’s 

 
Sunday,   December 21, 2025 
Lector:      Paula 
Counters   Deb & Maggie 
 
Sunday,   December 28, 2025 
Lector:      Carol 
Counters   Audrey & Marie 
 
Sunday,   January 4, 2026 
Lector:     Paula 
Counters  Audrey & Marie 
 
 
 

St Clement’s  
 
Sunday,   December 21, 2025 
Lector:      Dawn 
 
Sunday,   December 28, 2025 
Lector:      Jim C. 
 
Sunday,   January 04, 2026 
Lector:      Laurie 
 
Sunday,   January 11, 2026 
Lector:      Gary 
 
 
 

Pray For Those 

Who Are Sick 

Roger Lambert 
Carolyn Pittman 
Jack Miller 
Mike Dessellier 
Adam Cwikla 

Bonnie Paquin 

Del Determan 

Bob Carriere 

Michelle Morrissey 

Debbie Perreault 

Arnie Paradis  

Jake Bastyr 

Julia Neubert  

Dick Kalar 

John Lessard 

Marilyn (Bachand) Marsh 

Emily Bernier 

          Merry Christmas! 


