/ 3rd Sunday of Advent December 14, 2025\

Bulletin for the Catholic Parishes of
Oklee, Grygla, and Goodridge

Contact Information Oklee Sunday 12/14/25 8:00am. FTP

Clergy:  Fr. Bryan Kujawa Grygla Sunday 12/14/25 10:15a.m. tFr. Rick Lambert

bkujawa@oggcatholic.org

. Goodridge Sunday  12/14/25 12:00 p.m. +Theresa Mutnansky
soundcloud.com/frbryankujawa

Bookkeeper/Secretary:

. Oklee Monday  12/15/25 7:15 p.m. Lewlyn Lambert
Gerri Rustan
parishstaff@ oggcatholic.org Grygla Tuesday 12/16/25 5:30 p.m.  Theodore
Address  Post Office Box 126 Oklee Thursday 12/18/25 8:00 a.m. Marge Alstadt

301 Governor Street
Oklee, MN 56742

Oklee Sunday  12/21/25 8:00a.m. }Jim Dulka

Website: - www.oggeatholic.org Grygla  Sunday 12/21/25 10:15am. FTP

facebook.com/oggcatholic
catholicbiblestudies.org Goodridge Sunday  12/21/25 12:00 p.m. +tFr. Rick Lambert

Telephone: (218) 796-5844

Confessions: 15 minutes before Oklee Monday 12/22/25 7:15 p.m. Beatrice McGowan

Mass Goodridge Tuesday  12/23/25 5:30 p.m.  {Theresa Mutnansky

SAFE ENVIRONMENT Christmas Eve and Christmas Day

NOTE: If you or someone you know [ Oklee Wednesday 12/24/25 4:.00 p.m.  tAmbrose Bergeron
has been the victim of sexual miscon- )

or individual representing the Diocese|Grygla  Thursday 12/25/25 10:30a.m. Tillie Berstein
of Crookston, its parishes, or its schools,

your first call should be to law enforce-

ment. Red Lake County Sheriff at _ .
218-253-2996, Pennington County Oklee Sunday  12/28/25 8:.00a.m.  {Ralf Edin

Sheriff at 218-681-6161, Marshall [ grygla Sunday  12/28/25 10:15a.m.  Tillie Bernstein
County Sheriff at 218-745-5411. In

addition, Diocesan Victim Assistance | Goodridge Sunday 12/28/25 12:00 p.m. FTP
Coordinator is available at 218-281-7895
(24-hour confidential number).

Pray fer euwn $tudents!
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CLERGY COLUMN
Happy Lord’s Day!
Every Sunday, after the General Intercessions, something quiet but deeply meaningful happens: the Offertory. Bread and
wine are brought forward either by the people or by the servers, a song is sung, and the priest begins a series of prayers at

the altar. As usual, there is a nice connection with Old Testament worship that has been brought up through Christian
history.

In the Temple, God commanded Israel to bring their gifts forward before the sacrifice was offered (see Lev 1; Lev 2;
Deut 26). The people approached with their offerings—animals, grain, bread, wine—and placed them into the hands of
the priests. Worship always began with the faithful giving something that would be taken up into the sacrifice itself. The
Church continues that ancient pattern. Because the Eucharist is a true sacrifice, we too have a moment of presenting gifts
to God.

The essential gifts of the Offertory are bread and wine, because they will become the Body and Blood of Christ. In
most parishes you’ll also see the collection brought forward, although this is not necessary. These gifts represent the
sacrifice that we all bring, which include more than the bread and wine. Our labors, joys, sorrows, and even our entire
lives are spiritually placed upon the altar as a sacrifice. This is mentioned by the priest, “Pray, brothers and sisters, that
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to God our almighty Father.” The sactifice of the priest is the bread and
wine, which will become the Body and Blood of Christ, while your sacrifice is the life that you bring to worship.

In the Jerusalem Temple, the Levites sang psalms while the people brought up their gifts. The singing accompanied the
action and lifted the hearts of the worshippers. The Church has always done the same. While the people sing, the priest
quietly begins the Preparation of the Gifts. His prayers explain why this moment matters. “Blessed are you, Lord God of all
creation, for through your goodness we have received the bread we offer you, fruit of the earth and work of human hands, it will become for

us the Bread of Life ... .the wine we offer you.. .it will become onr spiritual drink.” These beautiful words come from ancient Jewish
blessing prayers. They acknowledge that the bread and wine are God’s gifts to us—and now we return them so He may
transform them into Christ’s Body and Blood. While he is preparing the wine, you’ve probably noticed the priest pouring
a drop of water into it. “By the mystery of this water and wine may we come to share in the divinity of Christ who humbled himself to share
in our humanity.” The tiny drop of water represents us. The wine represents Christ. Mixed together, they become insepara-
ble. This symbolizes our union with Jesus in His self-offering to the Father. Again, our own sacrifices are united to the
sacrifice of the Eucharist.

Incense (when used) shows that our prayer rises to God and that the gifts are set apart for something holy. The washing
of hands is a sign of interior purification: the priest prepares his heart to enter the Eucharistic Prayer. He quietly says,
“Wash me, O Lord, from my iniquity and cleanse me from my sins.” This is a direct quote from Psalm 51:2, expressing a desire
for interior purification before offering the sacrifice.

The Offertory is not “intermission.” It is the moment when the Church gathers everything we are and everything God
has given us, and places it on the altar. Bread and wine will soon become Christ Himself. But first we offer them—and
with them, we offer ourselves. In the Offertory, we do what God’s people have always done: We bring our gifts, we lift
our hearts, and we ask God to make our offering holy.

May the Lord give you his peace!
Fr. Bryan

Listen to audio sessions: https://frbryankujawa.podbean.com/
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3rd Sunday of Advent

“You too must be patient. Make you hearts firm,
because the coming of the Lord is at hand.”
JAMES 5:8

Patience is another one of those things many of us
struggle with. We want things to go according to
our plan and our schedule; we like things to be
convenient. Any change brings anxiety and fear.
Through daily prayer God reveals to us what He
wants us to do with the gifts He has given us. We
are able to better align ourselves with God’s will
and His plan, which is far better than anything we
can come up with on our own.

Coffee after Mass in Oklee proceeds have gone to the Oklee Fire
Dept, Aurora Life Center and Down Home, (homeless shelter/
rehab) this fall/winter. Thank you so much for your donations!
Coffee & fellowship benefits many!

A o L oo

Annual community Christmas dinner at Grygla
Community Center, December 23rd. Turkey & all the
trimmings. Pick up 4:3074:45, dine in 5:0076:30. RSV
by Dec.18. RSV with Wayne at 218-684"1480 or Leann

Y

21872946111 or 2187684-0774.

Which Parish? o Oklee o Grygla o Goodridge
Offered by?

In loving memory of? (suggested offering $5.00 per name)

L o e o B O  m
Meetings & Announcements

L T

St. Francis Xavier, Oklee:
December 21, we will be decorating the church

Following Mass

for Christmas. Please plan to stay and help.

Thank you & g °

L T L

St. Francis Xavier: There is a sign up sheet in the
entryway, and the Ladies Guild will send Christ-
mas cards to those people whose names and ad-

Cards will be sent to those who are in nursing
homes or care facilities or are home-

bound. Please include an address if you have
it. Thank you.

B o o S I
Oklee: Faith Formation:

December 17, 2025 5:30 pm

e o

Oklee: Catholic Women’s Group meets on Tues-
day, December 16th at 9:00 am.

Memorials for Christmas Flowers

Please return with your offering via the collection basket.
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St Francis Xavier’s

Sunday, December 14, 2025

Sacristan: Margaret.
Lector:  Jacob

Counters: Jo & Paul C

Sunday, December 21, 2025

Sacristan: Phyllis.
Lector: Bob

Counters: Jan & Gerri

Sunday, December 28, 2025

Sacristan: Phyllis.
Lector: Bob

Counters: Anne & Dolores

St Ann’s

Sunday, December 14, 2025
Lector:  Carol
Counters Audrey & Marie

Sunday, December 21, 2025
Lector:  Paula
Counters Deb & Maggie

Sunday, December 28, 2025
Lector:  Carol
Counters Audrey & Marie

St Clement’s

Sunday, December 14, 2025
Lector:  Robbie

Sunday, December 21, 2025
Lector:  Dawn

Sunday, December 28, 2025
Lector.  JimC.

Sunday, January 04, 2026
Lector:  Laurie

Recently
Deceased Loved
TJulie Paquin
tFrankie Cyr
TCliff Melby
TJake Martell
TGreg Eck
TAnnette LaCoursiere
tBrad Gunderson
TtLarry Fossum
TJoAnn Hamm
TGail (Lambert) Bowlin
TAmbrose Bergeron

Richard Bourque
Delton Sebenaler

TReinold Lambert
tDonna Bergeron
TBernard “Pete” Plante
TOdette Abboud

Doug Cullen
teidtoed,,
TTheresa Mutnansky
TTony Kiesow
TMike Paquin
TDaniel Cullen
TGeorge Pittman
1Brian Peterson

Pray For Those
Who Are Sick

Shirley Dessellier
Michael Bachand
Debra Olson
Ambrose Beaudoin
Don LaCoursiere
Cindy Determan
Grace Rundell
Bailey Herried Drotts
Doris Dessellier
Danielle Swanson
Mark Stromberg
Sylvia Remick Morey
Tony Radniecki
Darren Tougas
Jude Syvertson
Rick Dulka
Dave Zavoral
Josie Rodriguez
Roy Rystad
Dave Longtin, Shorty

Pray For Those
Who Are Sick
Roger Lambert
Carolyn Pittman
Jack Miller
Mike Dessellier
Adam Cwikla
Bonnie Paquin
Del Determan
Bob Carriere
Michelle Morrissey
Debbie Perreault
Arnie Paradis
Jake Bastyr
Julia Neubert
Dick Kalar
John Lessard
Marilyn (Bachand) Marsh
Emily Bernier

Anyone wishing to have a MASS offered for a loved one, living or deceased,

you may leave name and the customary donation of $10.00 in the offering basket in an

envelope.

TITHING

St. Francis Xavier’s in Oklee

December 7, 2025

Adult Envelopes $2430.00
Loose Plate 22.00
Christmas Flowers 155.00
Latin Mass 180.00
Flowers for the Alter 10.00
Total $2797.00

St. Ann’s in Goodridge
December 7, 2025

Adult Envelopes $486.00
Loose Plate 30.00
Total $516.00
St. Clement’s in Grygla
December 7, 2025
Adult Envelopes $525.00
Loose Plate 32.00
Christmas Flowers 163.00
SMMA 100.00
Total $820.00

"I am the

light of

the world.

He who

Joy

follows Me
shall not
walk in
darkness."
John 8:12

Gam{e{e Sundag:
7216’ 7};('1[[ Srm({(u! n f(d«‘{nf




