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Address  Post Office Box 126
301 Governor Street

Oklee, MN 56742
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Telephone: (218) 796-5844

Confessions: 15 minutes before
Mass

SAFE ENVIRONMENT

NOTE: If you or someone you know
has been the victim of sexual miscon-
duct on the part of a priest, deacon,

or individual representing the Diocese
of Crookston, its parishes, or its schools,
your first call should be to law enforce-
ment. Red Lake County Sheriff at
218-253-2996, Pennington County
Sheriff at 218-681-6161, Marshall
County Sheriff at 218-745-5411. In
addition, Diocesan Victim Assistance
Coordinator is available at 218-281-7895
(24-hour confidential number).

Pray fer euwn $tudents!

B

Oklee Sunday 11/30/25 8:00a.m. }Jim Dulka

Grygla Sunday 11/30/25 10:15a.m. FTP

Goodridge Sunday  11/30/25 12:00 p.m. +Theresa Mutnansky

Oklee Monday  12/01/25 8:.00a.m.  Fr. Rick Lambert

Grygla Tuesday 12/02/25 5:30 p.m.  tGeorge Altstadt

Oklee Thursday 12/04/25 8:00 am. Delbert Blickenstaff

Oklee Sunday 12/07/25 8:.00a.m. FTP

Grygla Sunday 12/07/25 10:15a.m. +$Tillie Bernstein

Goodridge Sunday  12/07/25 12:00 p.m. Paula Mutnansky
HOLY DAY

Goodridge Monday  12/08/25 4:00 p.m.  }Vernon Rogalla

Grygla Monday 12/08/25 5:30p.m. FTP

Oklee Monday  12/08/25 7:15 p.m. %Jim Dulka

Goodridge Tuesday  12/09/25 5:30 p.m.  fTheresa Mutnansky

Oklee Thursday 12/11/25 8:00a.m.  Louise Blickenstaff

Oklee Sunday 12/14/25 8:.00a.m. FTP

Grygla Sunday 12/14/25 10:15a.m. +tFr. Rick Lambert

Goodridge Sunday

12/14/25 12:00 p.m.

tTheresa Mutnansky




CLERGY COLUMN
Happy Lord’s Day!

Each Sunday, after listening to God’s Word, the Church stands and professes the Creed. It can be easy to treat this mo-
ment as routine, something said simply because it is “what Catholics do.” But in reality, the Creed is an important mo-
ment in the liturgy. It expresses who God is, what He has done, and what we believe as His people—so that we may
worship Him rightly.

Throughout Scripture, God consistently teaches that true worship is founded on truth. Israel was commanded to
remember who God is and what He had done for them. Their most important statement of faith, the Shema— “Hear, O
Israel: The Lord is our God, the Lord is one” (Dent 6:4)—Was recited daily. 1t was not a theological list, but it functioned as a proclamation
of identity and fidelity: We belong to the one true God. In Christian worship, the Creed fulfills and expands this purpose. Because we have
received the fullness of God's revelation in Jesus Christ, the People of God profess not only the unity of God, but the mystery of the Trinity,
the /ncarnation, the Paschal Mystery, and the /ife of the world to come. The Creed ensures that our worship is not vague or
generic, but intentionally Christian. Before we approach the altar, we publicly profess the faith of the Church so that we may offer the
Eucharistic sacrifice with hearts and minds aligned to the truth.

A little background. In the earliest centuries, creeds existed primarily in the context of baptism. Before entering the
Church, catechumens professed their belief in the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. These baptismal formulas
eventually developed into what we now call the Apostles’ Creed (this is the one recited at the beginning of the rosary).
The Nicene Creed we recite on Sundays comes from two ecumenical councils—Nicaea (325) and Constantinople
(381)—which the Church convened to clarify the divinity of Jesus and the Holy Spirit. Heresies had arisen that denied
Christ’s full divinity, and the Church responded by handing on a clear, authoritative summary of the apostolic faith: Jesus
is “God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God.” The Creed was not originally part of the Mass, but it
gradually entered the liturgy as a safeguard of orthodoxy.

The Church continues to profess the Creed during Mass because it performs several essential functions:
1. It unites us to the universal Church. Every Catholic around the world professes the same faith. When we speak
the Creed, we stand in solidarity with believers across continents and centuries.

2. It protects the truth of the Gospel. The Creed anchors us in the apostolic faith, guarding us from misunderstand-
ings, errors, and the temptation to recreate God according to our own preferences.

3. It helps to form our minds. The Creed is not only something we say—it is something that shapes us. Each
profession deepens our identity as disciples of Jesus and members of His Body.

4. It connects us to the ancient practice of declaring who God is. Just as Israel regularly proclaimed that they wor-
shiped the LORD and no other, we too declare whom we worship—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—to the exclusion
of every false god.

We profess the Creed during Mass because worship and belief are inseparable. To worship God rightly, we must
know who He is. The Creed is the Church’s weekly act of remembering, proclaiming, and celebrating the truth God has
revealed. Standing together, we confess our faith so that we may offer ourselves—and the Eucharistic sacrifice—with
hearts firmly rooted in the one true God who saves.

May the Lord give you his peace!
Fr. Bryan

Listen to audio sessions: https://frbryankujawa.podbean.com/
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Ist Sunday of Advent

“Therefore, stay awake! For you do not know on
which day your Lord will come.” MATTHEW
24:42

People who have had health issues or near-death
experiences generally have a greater appreciation
for each day being a gift from God. The rest of us
usually take for granted that we will be around to-
morrow. But when you start to look at each day as
a gift, you realize all the little miracles that hap-
pen daily and you begin to see God’s active pres-
ence in your life. You grow in gratitude, each day,
for all that we have been given.

S

Prepare for Christ’s
Coming

Feast Connection:
Advent and Christmas

Advent invites us to slow down and make
room for Christ amid the busyness of the sea-
son.

Goal: Spend one evening each week in silent
prayer or Eucharistic Adoration, reflecting on
the Incarnation’s profound mystery.

The New Year offers a chance to align your
resolutions with God’s purpose for your life.
By setting spiritual goals rooted in the saints
and feasts of the Church, you can make this
year one of intentional growth in faith.

These months are not just days on a calen-
dar - they are sacred opportunities to encoun-
ter Christ and let Him transform your heart.

Holy Spirit come and teach us, Holy Spirit, come

and remind us. Be the divine tutor for us so that

we can grow stronger in our faith and grow more
mature as his disciples. Amen

B s

“The ordinary acts we practice everday at home
are of more importance to the soul than their
simplicity might suggest.” St. Thomas More
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Meetings & Announcements

i

Oklee: Catholic Women’s Group meets in church
kitchen on Tuesday, December 2nd at 9:00 am.

All women are welcome, members or not. Come!

T
Oklee: Faith Formation

December 10, 2025 5:30 pm

December 17, 2025 5:30 pm
e

Spend January 9-11, 2026 with St. Théreése of Lisieux
during this women's silent retreat to unpack some of her
key pieces of wisdom on living a life of complete trust, con-
fidence in God, and of living spiritual childhood. The retreat
includes conferences, Mass, confession, Adoration, spiritual
direction as well as time to pray, rest, and enjoy the Naza-
reth Retreat House in Crookston. Ashley Njaa, a wife, moth-
er, and DRE who has spent time researching, writing, and
presenting on Théresian spirituality will be giving the con-
ference sessions and Bishop Andrew Cozzens will be pre-
sent throughout the retreat to provide the sacraments and
spiritual direction




St Francis Xavier’s

Sunday, November 30, 2025
Sacristan: Mary Lynn
Lector:  Mary Lynn

Counters: Anne & Dolores

Sunday,
Sacristan: Rick D.
Lector: JanD

Counters: Margaret & Lora

Sunday, December 14, 2025

Sacristan: Margaret.
Lector:  Jacob

Counters: Jo & Paul C

December 7, 2025

St Ann’s

Sunday, November 30, 2025
Lector:  Carol
Counters Audrey & Marie

Sunday, December 7, 2025
Lector:  Paula
Counters Deb & Maggie

Sunday, December 14, 2025
Lector:  Carol
Counters Audrey & Marie

St Clement’s

Sunday, November 30, 2025
Lector:  Laurie

Sunday, December 7, 2025
Lector:  Gary

Sunday, December 14, 2025

Lector:  Robbie
Sunday, December 21, 2025
Lector: Dawn

Recently
Deceased Loved
TJulie Paquin
fFrankie Cyr
TCliff Melby
TJake Martell
TGreg Eck
TAnnette LaCoursiere
1Brad Gunderson
TLarry Fossum
TJoAnn Hamm
TGail (Lambert) Bowlin
TAmbrose Bergeron

Richard Bourque
Delton Sebenaler

TReinold Lambert
TDonna Bergeron
TBernard “Pete” Plante
TOdette Abboud

Doug Cullen
{EHa% Yglesow
TTheresa Mutnansky
TTony Kiesow
TMike Paquin
TDaniel Cullen
TGeorge Pittman
TBrian Peterson

Pray For Those
Who Are Sick

Donnie Tougas
Kenneth LaCoursiere
Shirley Dessellier
Michael Bachand
Debra Olson
Ambrose Beaudoin
Don LaCoursiere
Cindy Determan
Grace Rundell
Bailey Herried Drotts
Doris Dessellier
Danielle Swanson
Mark Stromberg
Sylvia Remick Morey
Tony Radniecki
Bob Radniecki
Darren Tougas
Jude Syvertson
Rick Dulka
Dave Zavoral
Josie Rodriguez
Roy Rystad
Dave Longtin, Shorty
Joyce Tougas

Pray For Those
Who Are Sick
Roger Lambert
Carolyn Pittman
Jack Miller
Mike Dessellier
Adam Cwikla
Bonnie Paquin
Del Determan
Bob Carriere
Michelle Morrissey
Debbie Perreault
Arnie Paradis
Jake Bastyr
Julia Neubert
Dick Kalar
John Lessard
Marilyn (Bachand) Marsh
Emily Bernier

Anyone wishing to have a MASS offered for a loved one, living or deceased,
you may leave name and the customary donation of $10.00 in the offering basket in an

envelope.

TITHING

St. Francis Xavier’s in Oklee
November 23, 2025

Adult Envelopes $1065.00
IRA Donation 1000.00
Loose Plate 11.00
Total $2076.00

St. Ann’s in Goodridge
November 23, 2025

St. Clement’s in Grygla
November 23, 2025

Adult Envelopes $475.00
Loose Plate 93.00
Human Development 45.00
Total $613.00

Never treat prayer as a last resort. One of our
biggest mistakes is to say "I guess all we can do
now is pray”. Perhaps this is one of the reasons our
efforts fail o bear fruit,

Prayer should come before everything we do. We
won't pray unless we discipline ourselves to do so.
Prayer is both a gift of grace and a determined re-
sponse on our part. It always presupposes effort.
We need to develop good habits of prayer. “..in
order to pray one must have the will to pray.”
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