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Bulletin for the Catholic Parishes of
Oklee, Grygla, and Goodridge

Contact Information

Oklee Sunday  11/16/25 8:00a.m. FTP
Clergy:  Fr. Bryan Kujawa Grygla  Sunday 11/16/25 10:15a.m. $George Altstad
bkujawa@oggeatholic.org ¥ 4 oM. fGeorge Altstade
soundcloud.com/frbryankujawa Goodridge Sunday  11/16/25 12:00 p.m. +Theresa Mutnansky
Bookkeeper/Secretary:
Gerri Rustan Oklee Monday  11/17/25 8:00 am. Brad Arel Family
parishstaff@ oggcatholic.org
Grygla Tuesday  11/18/25 5:30 p.m. {Dan Cullen
Address  Post Office Box 126 Oklee Thursday 11/20/25 8:00am. +Fr. Rick Lambert
301 Governor Street
Oklee, MN 56742
Website:  www.oggcatholic.org Oklee Sunday 11/23/25 8:00a.m. }Fr. Rick Lambert
facebook.com/oggcatholic Grygla Sunday 11/23/25 10:15a.m. FTP
catholichiblestudies.org Goodridge Sunday  11/23/25 12:00 p.m. tGeorge Pittman
Telephone: (218) 796-5844
ﬁggess'ong 15 minutes before Oklee Monday 11/24/25 800am.  All Priests
Goodridge Tuesday  11/25/25 5:30 p.m.  tTheresa Mutnansky
SAFE ENVIRONMENT | Oklee Thursday 11/27/25 8:00 am.  fMamie Walton
NOTE: If you or someone you know
has been the victim of sexual miscon- _
or individual representing the Diocese Grygla Sunday 11/30/25 10:15 a.m. FTP
of Crookston, its parishes, or its schools,
your first call should be to law enforce- | Goodridge Sunday  11/30/25 12:00 p.m. $Theresa Mutnansky
ment. Red Lake County Sheriff at
218-253-2996, Pennington County
Sheriff at 218-681-6161, Marshall|okjee Monday ~ 12/01/25 800am.  1Fr. Rick Lambert
County Sheriff at 218-745-5411. In
addition, Diocesan Victim Assistance [ Grygla Tuesday 12/02/25 5:30 p.m. tGeorge Alstadt
Coordinator is available at 218-281-7895 . . .
(24-hour confidential number). Oklee Thursday 12/04/25 8:00 a.m. Louise Blickenstaff
Pray fer eun $udents!
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CLERGY COLUMN
Happy Lord’s Day!

For our Catholic Massterclass today we’ll talk about the readings proclaimed during Mass. The
proclamation of the Word of God has always been part of Christian worship. St. Justin Martyr, who
lived in the 2nd century, mentions that something is always read from what we would call the Old Testa-
ment and also from the “memoirs of the apostles”, which is the New Testament. The exact structure
of the Biblical readings has had a few different forms over time, but it’s always been there. Our current
structure provides us with three readings, or four if you count the Responsorial Psalm. I've spoken
about the layout of the readings in previous sessions of the Massterclass, so I won’t repeat what I said
then. It is, however, worth our time to recall what St. Paul says: “All scripture is inspired by God and is
useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, so that everyone who
belongs to God may be proficient, equipped for every good work™ (2 Timothy 3:16-17). Having the
Biblical readings in our worship is helpful for us because it keeps us close to God’s spoken voice, train-
ing us in righteousness, and it reveals God’s glory. Even if the readings sometimes feel distant or
difficult to grasp, the Word of God still accomplishes what it intends (cf. Isaiah 55:11). Hopefully we
can all understand that the reality of having the Sacred Scriptures is a gift, even if we don’t understand
everything, which leads us to respond, “Thanks be to God!” at the conclusion of each reading.

And among all the readings, none is more sacred than the Gospel. We stand for the Gospel out of
respect for the life of Jesus, which is the primary subject of the Gospels. Because of the sacredness
of the Gospels, the priest quietly prays two brief prayers—one before and one after proclaiming the
Gospel.

The first one is said as he bows before the altar on his way to the ambo: “Cleanse my heart and my lips,
almighty God, that I may worthily proclaim your holy Gospel.” There could be a reference here to the
Call of Isaiah from Isaiah 6. The Lord brings him to the Temple where Isaiah sees the Lord in all of
His glory. Isaiah realizes he is a man “of unclean lips” and begins to be worried about not being worthy
to be in such a holy place. An angel brings a burning coal from a fire and touches it to Isaiah’ lips,
cleansing him and making him ready for the mission God is about to give him as a prophet. The priest
recognizes what a privilege it is to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the congregation for the glory
of God, so he asks the Lord for a similar purification from his own sinfulness, so that he may proclaim
the Gospel worthily and well. The next time you hear the Gospel proclaimed at Mass, remember these
hidden prayers of the priest, and silently make them your own.

The second silent prayer immediately follows the proclamation of the Gospel. While the congregation
is proclaiming, “Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ,” the priest kisses the Gospel passage out of respect
for the Word and says, “Through the words of the Gospel may our sins be wiped away.” He is asking
that even the proclamation of the Gospel would have such an effect in our lives that it would lead to
the forgiveness of our sins, so that we may all be worthy to stand in the Lord’s presence in His holy
temple.

May the Lord give you his peace!
Fr. Bryan

Listen to audio sessions: https://frbryankujawa.podbean.com/




The thought of inviting someone to church can be
surprisingly intimidating. We worry about rejec-
tion, about sounding awkward, or about what they
might think of us. We wonder whether they'll be
interested, whether they'll feel comfortable, or
whether we'll say the right thing. These hesita-
tions, while understandable, can keep us from ex-
;r;ccnding an invitation that could change someone's
ife.

In Jesus's parable of the great banquet, the mas-
ter's desire is simple: he wants his house to be
full. He sends his servant out not just to the con-
venient places, but to the "highways and hedges"—
to everyone and anyone. The instruction is to
"compel' them to come, not through force, but
with the earnestness of someone sharing a truly
wonderful opportunity. The invitation is an act of
love, driven by the host's generous desire to
share his feast.

Inviting someone to church is not about meeting a
quota or pressuring them into a decision. It's
about loving them enough to share what has been
so meaningful to you. It's offering them a chance
to experience the community, hope, and truth that
you have found.

You don't need a perfect script; a simple, genuine,
"I'd love for you to come with me sometime" is
powerful. Your role is simply to extend the invita-
tion with a warm heart.

The outcome is in God's hands.

S

What good is it my brothers and sisters, if some-
one claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can
such faith save them? Suppose a brother or sis-
ter is without clothes and daily food. If one of
you says to them, "go in peace ; keep warm and
well fed , but does nothing about their physical
needs , what good is it? In the same way, faith by
itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.
James 2:14-17

R T I B S m s

Action item: Let's ask God to show us how to move
beyond words and put our faith into practice,
becoming a visible festament to His goodness and
love in a world that is watching.

Meetings & Announcements

Oklee: You are welcome to bring pictures of those
who have passed away and display them on the ladder
on the side of the church in front of the Sanctuary -
they will be included in our prayers, also please write
the names of your beloved deceased in the book and
prayers will be offered for them.

T o e o L S S

November 19th- Faith Formation St. Francis 5:30 pm

B s o o o o o B o NS

Oklee: Thanksgiving Annual Community Dinner
(turkey, mashed potatoes, gravy, vegetable, dinner
roll, and dessert) on Thanksgiving Day, Nov. 27th,
1lamto 1pm at the Oklee Hall.

We are asking for volunteers to help with set up,
serving, donate pies, and clean up to name a few ways
you can help. Sign up sheets will be put out on the
table by the entrance today.

Thank you for your all your support.

L

Aurora Resource Center fund raiser 2nd Annual
Thanks-for-Giving Turkey dinner . Tuesday November
18th 2025 at The Eagles Club, Thief River Falls, 5pm to
8pm. Suggested donation $20.

B L i o
Oklee: Coffee and treats following Mass the 1st and
3rd Sundays of the month. Please sign up to serve.
Sign up sheet in front entrance by the doors. Thanks
you!

B B o S
St. Francis Xavier is a collection spot for food dona-
tions for the Intercounty Food Shelf. Donations are
needed! Donation container located in entrance of
church.

B

Oklee: Catholic Women’s Group meets in church
kitchen on Tuesday, November 18th at 9:00 am.

All women are welcome, members or not. Come!




St Francis Xavier’s

Sunday, November 16, 2025
Sacristan: Phyllis

Lector: Jan

Counters: Jo & Rick D

Sunday, November 23, 2025
Sacristan: Emily

Lector:  Paul

Counters; Jan & Gerri

Sunday, November 30, 2025
Sacristan: Mary Lynn

Lector:  Mary Lynn
Counters: Anne & Dolores

St Ann’s

Sunday, November 16, 2025
Lector:  Carol
Counters  Audrey & Marie

Sunday, November 23, 2025
Lector:  Paula
Counters Deb & Maggie

Sunday, November 30, 2025
Lector:  Carol
Counters Audrey & Marie

St Clement’s

Sunday, November 16, 2025
Lector: Dawn

Sunday, November 23, 2025
Lector:  JimC.

Sunday, November 30, 2025
Lector;  Laurie

Sunday, December 1, 2025
Lector:  Gary

Recently
Deceased Loved
TJulie Paquin
tFrankie Cyr
+CLff Melby
TJake Martell
TGreg Eck
TAnnette LaCoursiere
tBrad Gunderson
TtLarry Fossum
TJoAnn Hamm
TGail (Lambert) Bowlin
TAmbrose Bergeron

Richard Bourque
Delton Sebenaler

TReinold Lambert
tDonna Bergeron
TBernard “Pete” Plante
TOdette Abboud

Doug Cullen
et
TTheresa Mutnansky
TTony Kiesow
TMike Paquin
TDaniel Cullen
TGeorge Pittman
TBrian Peterson

Pray For Those
Who Are Sick

Donnie Tougas
Kenneth LaCoursiere
Shirley Dessellier
Michael Bachand
Debra Olson
Ambrose Beaudoin
Don LaCoursiere
Cindy Determan
Grace Rundell
Bailey Herried Drotts
Doris Dessellier
Danielle Swanson
Mark Stromberg
Sylvia Remick Morey
Tony Radniecki
Bob Radniecki
Darren Tougas
Jude Syvertson
Rick Dulka

Dave Zavoral
Josie Rodriguez
Roy Rystad

Dave Longtin, Shorty
Joyce Tougas

Pray For Those
Who Are Sick
Roger Lambert
Carolyn Pittman
Jack Miller
Mike Dessellier
Adam Cwikla
Bonnie Paquin
Del Determan
Bob Carriere
Michelle Morrissey
Debbie Perreault
Arnie Paradis
Jake Bastyr
Julia Neubert
Dick Kalar
John Lessard
Marilyn (Bachand) Marsh
Emily Bernier

Anyone wishing to have a MASS offered for a loved one, living or deceased,

TITHING

St. Francis Xavier’s in Oklee

November 9, 2025
Adult Envelopes $1220.00
Loose Plate 42.00
Total $1262.00

St. Ann’s in Goodridge

November 9, 2025

St. Clement’s in Grygla
November 9., 2025

Adult Envelopes $925.00
Loose Plate 1582.00
Total $2557.00

you may leave name and the customary donation of $10.00 in the offering basket in an
envelope.

We often hear the phrase, "actions speak louder than words." It’s a simple remind-
er that what we do carries more weight than what we say. In our faith journey, this
truth is central. It’s easy to talk about loving God and loving our neighbors, but it
is in our actions that our faith truly comes alive and demonstrates the love of
Christ to the world around us.

James reminds us of this practical side of faith. He challenges the idea that faith
can exist without tangible proof. True, living faith naturally produces good works.
It's not about earning salvation through our actions, but rather our actions becom-
ing a natural outflow of a heart transformed by God's grace.




