24th Sunday; Exaltation of the Holy Cross

September 14, 2025
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Contact Information

Clergy: Fr. Bryan Kujawa
bkujawa@oggcatholic.org

soundcloud.com/frbryankujawa

Bookkeeper/Secretary:
Gerri Rustan
parishstaff@ oggcatholic.org

Address  Post Office Box 126

301 Governor Street
Oklee, MN 56742

Website:  www.oggcatholic.org
facebook.com/oggcatholic
catholicbiblestudies.org

Telephone: (218) 796-5844

Confessions: 15 minutes before Mass
Tuesday Confessions: 1 hr. post Mass

SAFE ENVIRONMENT

NOTE: If you or someone you know has
been the victim of sexual misconduct on
the part of a priest, deacon, or individual
representing the Diocese of Crookston, its
parishes, or its schools, your first call
should be to law enforcement. Red Lake
County Sheriff at 218-253-2996, Pen-
nington County Sheriff at 218-681-6161,
Marshall County Sheriff at 218-745-5411.
In addition, the Diocesan Victim Assis-
tance Coordinator is available at 218-281-
7895  (24-hour confidential number).

Pray for our

students! =&

1Oklee Sunday ]09/14/25 18:00 a.m. |[FTP

[Grygla Sunday [09/14/25 J10:15 a.m. ftRichard Dobmeier
[Goodridge |Sunday [09/14/25 [12:00 p.m. fTeresa Mutnansky
[Oklee [Monday  ]09/15/25 [No Mass

|Gryg|a Tuesday |09/16/25 [:30 p.m. [David & Judy irbeck
[Oklee Thursday [09/18/25 [8:00 am. ftjeanie Schmidt
[Oklee Sunday [09/21/25 |8:00 a.m. JFTP

[Grygla Sunday 09721725 ]10:15 a.m. fTony Kiesow
[Goodridge [Sunday 09721725 }12:00 p.m. fDoug Cullen
[Oklee [Monday ]09/22/25 [No Mass
|Goodridge Tuesday |09/23/25 |No Mass

[OKlee Thursday [09/25/25 INo Mass

[Oklee Sunday ]09/28/25 18:00 a.m. [FTP

[crygla  |sunday o9/28/25 fo:15 a.m. fijudy Hendrickson
[Goodridge [Sunday [09/28/25 [12:00 p.m. [lake Bastyr
[Oklee [Monday  ]09/29/25 |8:00 a.m. JTim Cayler
IGoodridge |Tuesday 09/30/25 [5:30 p.m. JiTeresa Mutnansky
[Oklee Thursday [10702/25 [8:00 p.m. fLarry O'Nein




CLERGY COLUMN
Happy Lord’s Day!
We have just two weeks left of this portion of our Catholic Massterclass before we FINALLY start
going through Mass step-by-step.

In the Gospel of Luke there is the famous story of the Road to Emmaus. Jesus has risen from the dead
and appears to two disciples who are making their way to Emmaus from Jerusalem. He is hidden from
their vision - they take up a conversation with Jesus and don’t realize it - while they talk about the
sadness of the Crucifixion. As they are walking, Jesus does something of a big Bible study, explaining
how the entirety of the Scriptures (what we call the Old Testament) reveal that the Messiah had to
suffer in order to save the people. He shows them that everything points to the truth of who Jesus is.
When they finally reach their destination, Jesus remains with them. During their meal, Jesus takes bread,
gives thanks, and breaks the bread. During the breaking of the bread, Jesus’ true identity is revealed to
them and then he vanishes out of their sight. The two disciples run back to the Apostles gathered in
Jerusalem and tell their story of how Jesus was made known to them in the breaking of the bread. It’s
a very lovely story, but it also tells us something about Mass.

We have two basic “parts” to our Catholic Mass, our time of worship. During the first part, we focus on
the Word of God. This is usually called the Liturgy of the Word. The heart of the Liturgy of the
Word is the reading of Sacred Scripture and the homily. The Word of God is proclaimed to us and we
listen attentively with open hearts and minds, which is then followed by the priest explaining the
Scriptures in such a way that, hopefully, we can see further references to Jesus. If you remember last
week, | mentioned that the First Reading and the Gospel during Ordinary Time are meant to match up
and make a connection with Jesus between the Old Testament and the Gospels. This is a great example
of making a way for us to see Jesus more clearly in the full context of the Bible. Then with our minds
more enlightened to understand Jesus, we move into the Liturgy of the Eucharist, which is focused
on our participation in the Last Supper united to the Crucifixion. It is during the Liturgy of the
Eucharist that the Body and Blood of Jesus are offered to the Father and then broken before us.

The Eucharistic Bread is broken for us, which can help us to see Jesus’ true identity as the Messiah who
has come to lay down his life for our salvation. At the end of Mass, we are dismissed: “Go and
announce the Gospel of the Lord,” or one of the other dismissals. Holy Mass is our own little Road to
Emmaus, when Jesus opens our minds to understand the Scriptures, then reveals Himself to us more
tully in the “breaking of the bread”, and then we are sent to proclaim the mystery to others who have
not encountered Jesus in this way.. Lovely!

May the Lord give you his peace!
Fr. Bryan

P.S. I will be away after Mass today until tomorrow evening for a gathering of young pastors between
the Dioceses of Duluth and Crookston, in Brainerd. Bishop Cozzens requested that I be there,
so | will leave right after Mass and will be back tomorrow night.

May the Lord give you his peace!
Fr. Bryan




The Exaltation of the Holy Cross

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son.” JOHN
3:16

God created us to be in relationship with Him. Sin broke that rela-
tionship. Jesus come to earth so that we may reconcile our relation-
ship with God. Following Jesus’ example, we can be blessed with a
joy-filled life on earth and eternal life in Heaven. These four points
are known as the “kerygma” — the first proclamation of the Gospel.
This core message is the basis of our Catholic faith. How do you
live this out in your daily life?

In the decision to follow the Lord, we choose to bring to Him our
weakness, our frailty, our suffering and our inability to overcome
the deep seated patterns of life which lead us away from freedom.
These can actually become the material out of which He refashions
us and makes us new.

As many have discovered that the older we get the less we know
and the more imperfections we discover in my ourselves. As a
younger people, we labored under a misconception that living the
Christian life would somehow get easier as we figured it out. Well,
nothing could be further from the truth. There is, in fact, a reverse
reality at work in life. We are more and more aware of our own
weaknesses and have only just begun to understand the admission
of St. Paul to the young disciple Timothy that he was the chief
among sinners"(1 Tim. 1:15).

The honest admission of Paul did not reflect some kind of poor self
image. To the contrary, it revealed the mature self awareness and
humility of a Christian who had come to understand why we call
God's redemptive work in our lives amazing grace.

The Lord has made our weakness and frailties a path to a deepen-
ing relationship with Him. They can be a door to progress in our
baptismal call to holiness of life. We constantly need a Savior pre-
cisely because we are earthen Vessels. The process of being emp-
tied of self and filled with His life happens by grace but requires
our continual response, our cooperation, with His loving plan.

The reality of our frail human nature is that we are weak and the
struggles we face in our daily lives do not necessarily lessen as we
age. We fall and we fail. The Good News is that the Lord is always
there, ready to forgive, to heal and to help us to get back up and,
with the help of His grace, begin again and again and again. It is
not how many times we fall, but whether we get up again!

In a letter to a pilgrim seeking his spiritual counsel, Francis De-
Sales wrote: Be patient with the whole world, but, above all with
yourself. I want to tell you not to lose your serenity because of your
imperfections, and always to have the zest to raise yourself up. It
gives me joy to see each day you begin again. There is no better
way to finish life well than to return to the starting point always
and not ever to think that we have done enough.

VA,

A cheerful heart is good medi-
cine, but a crushed spirit dries
up the bones.” Prov. 17:22

This verse emphasizes the
effects of joy. Thus, it suggests
that humor and laughter are
good for one’s health!

N U

%2 |n contrast, the fruit of the
Spirit is love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, generosity,
faithfulness, > gentleness, self-
control. Against such there is
no law. Galatians 5:22-23

Prayer for Fr. Bryan Kujawa
St. Francis Xavier - Oklee
St. Ann’s - Goodridge
St. Clement - Grygla

O Jesus,

Our great High Priest, hear my
humble prayers on behalf of your
priests. Give them a deep faith, a
bright and firm hope and a burn-
ing love, which will ever increase
in the course of their priestly life.
In their loneliness, comfort them.
In their sorrows, strengthen them.
In their frustrations, reveal to
them that it is through suffering
that the soul is purified, and show
them they are so very needed by
the Church; they are needed by
souls; they are needed for the
work of redemption. Amen.




St Francis Xavier’s

Sunday, September 14, 2025
Sacristan: Margaret

Lector:: Jan D.

Counters: Jo L. & Paul C.

Sunday, September 21, 2025
Sacristan: Emily

Lector:: Jacob

Counters; Margaret & Linda

Sunday, September 28, 2025

St Ann’s

Sunday, September 14, 2025
Lector:: Carol
Counters: Deb & Maggie

Sunday, September 21, 2025
Lector:: Paula
Counters: Audrey & Marie

Sunday, September 28, 2025
Lector:: Carol
Counters: Deb & Maggie

St Clement’s

Sunday, September 14, 2025
Lector:: Dawn

Sunday, September 21, 2025
Lector: JimC

Sunday, September 28, 2025
Lector:; Laurie

Sunday, October 05, 2025

Sacristan: Phyllis
Lector:: Bob

Counters: Ann & Dolores

Lector: Gary

What Will Your Legacy Be? Next weekend, we invite you
to reflect on your Catholic legacy during Legacy Sunday.
Your faith, love, and generosity can leave a lasting im-
pact on our parish and future generations. Discover how
you can ensure your values live on through a planned
gift to St. Francis Xavier, St. Clement, or St. Ann’s Catho-
lic Church through the Northland Catholic Community
Foundation. Stay tuned for more details! Contact Joe
Lichty at 218-521-9007 or jlichty@crookston.org.

Recently
Deceased Loved
TJulie Paquin
TFrankie Cyr
TCliff Melby
TJake Martell
TGreg Eck
TAnnette LaCoursiere
1Brad Gunderson
TLarry Fossum
TJoAnn Hamm
TGail (Lambert) Bowlin
TAmbrose Bergeron

Richard Bourque
Delton Sebenaler

TReinold Lambert
tDonna Bergeron
TBernard ”Pete” Plante
TOdette Abboud

Doug Cullen
ng ?Za\{g.ral
arlie Kiesow

tTheresa Mutnansky
TTony Kiesow
TMike Paquin
TDaniel Cullen
TGeorge Pittman

Pray For Those
Who Are Sick

Donnie Tougas
Kenneth LaCoursiere
Shirley Dessellier
Michael Bachand
Debra Olson
Ambrose Beaudoin
Don LaCoursiere
Cindy Determan
Grace Rundell
MaryAnn Lambert
Bailey Herried Drotts
George Pittman
Doris Dessellier
Danielle Swanson
Mark Stromberg
Sylvia Remick Morey
Tony Radniecki
Bob Radniecki
Darren Tougas
Jude Syvertson
Rick Dulka
Dave Zavoral
Josie Rodriguez

Roy Rystad

Dave Longtin, Shorty
Bonnie Cote

Joyce Tougas
Brian Peterson
Roger Lambert
Carolyn Pittman
Jack Miller

Mike Dessellier
Adam Cwikla
Bonnie Paquin
Del Determan
Bob Carriere
Michelle Morrissey
Debbie Perreault
Dorothy Sebanaler
Arnie Paradis

Jake Bastyr

Julia Neubert
Penny Kalar

John Lessard
Marilyn (Bachand) Marsh

TITHING

St. Francis Xavier’s in Oklee

September 7, 2025

Adult Envelopes $1755.00
Flowers for Alter 30.00
Latin America Collection 10.00
Endowment for Priests 10.00
Latin Mass 162.00
Loose Plate 30.00
Total $1997.00

St. Ann’s in Goodridge
September 7, 2025

St. Clement’s in Grygla
September 7, 2025
Adult Envelopes $900.00
Loose Plate 112.00
Total $1012.00

Anyone wishing to have a MASS offered for a loved one, living or deceased,
you may leave name and the customary donation of $10.00 in the offering basket in an

envelope.

fmdﬂawls,
QYou call me blessed when the

my hunget and tears for your
Spirit, You promise joy and
fullress of life. Nelp me to
rejoice when <2 am iejected,
tnowing 2 watk in Your love
and support. Keep my heart
close to QYours, even when the
road & difficult to journey.
Clnen




