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23rd Sunday Ordinary Time

September 7, 2025
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Contact Information

Clergy: Fr. Bryan Kujawa
bkujawa@oggcatholic.org

soundcloud.com/frbryankujawa

Bookkeeper/Secretary:
Gerri Rustan
parishstaff@ oggcatholic.org

Address  Post Office Box 126

301 Governor Street
Oklee, MN 56742

Website:  www.oggcatholic.org
facebook.com/oggcatholic
catholicbiblestudies.org

Telephone: (218) 796-5844

Confessions: 15 minutes before Mass
Tuesday Confessions: 1 hr. post Mass

SAFE ENVIRONMENT

NOTE: If you or someone you know has
been the victim of sexual misconduct on
the part of a priest, deacon, or individual
representing the Diocese of Crookston, its
parishes, or its schools, your first call
should be to law enforcement. Red Lake
County Sheriff at 218-253-2996, Pen-
nington County Sheriff at 218-681-6161,
Marshall County Sheriff at 218-745-5411.
In addition, the Diocesan Victim Assis-
tance Coordinator is available at 218-281-
7895  (24-hour confidential number).

Pray for Peace!
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1Oklee Sunday 09/07/25 [8:00 a.m. |FTP
[Grygla Sunday 09/07/25 }10:15 a.m. |tBrigitta Dobmeir
[Goodridge [Sunday 09/07/25 J12:00 p.m. [fDoug Cullen
[Oklee [Monday  J09/08/25 I8:00 a.m. |Holly O’Shea
|Goodridge Tuesday |O9/O9/25 No Mass
[Oklee Thursday 09/11/25 [8:00 a.m. |Owen Peter Bachand
[Oklee Sunday 09/14/25 J8:00 a.m. |FTP
[Grygla Sunday [09/14/25 ]10:15 a.m. fRichard Dobmeir
[Goodridge [Sunday 09714725 }12:00 p.m. ftTherese Mutnansky
|Oklee [Monday |O9/15/25 No Mass
[Grygla Tuesday [09/16/25 [5:30 p.m. |David & Judy Irlbeck
[Oklee Thursday 09718725 [8:00 am. fijeanie Schmidt
[Oklee Sunday 09/21/25 J8:00 a.m. |FTP
IGrygIa Sunday |09/21/25 10:15 a.m. |fTony Kiesow
[Goodridge [Sunday 09/21/25 }12:00 p.m. [fDoug Cullen
[Oklee [Monday  J09/22/25 No Mass
IGoodridge [Tuesday [09/23/25 No Mass
[OKlee Thursday l09/25/25 No Mass
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CLERGY COLUMN
Happy Lord’s Day!
Last week I spoke about the Roman Missal as the primary book used by the priest during Catholic Mass and this week |

want to take a moment to look at the other main book used during Mass, which is the Lectionary. The word Lectionary
comes from the Latin word lectio, which means “to read”.

The Church has always had a Lectionary, although it has taken different forms throughout history. Before Vatican I,
the Roman Lectionary followed a one-year cycle, repeating the same readings annually. The Council (1963) called for
“opening the treasures of the Bible more lavishly,” leading to a three-year cycle (A: Matthew; B: Mark with John;

C: Luke; with John included each year). This reform greatly expanded exposure to both Old and New Testament texts,
allowing the faithful to encounter a fuller range of Scripture.

At Sunday Mass, the structure is:
1. First Reading — usually from the Old Testament (Acts of the Apostles during Easter).
2. Responsorial Psalm — sung/recited response.
3. Second Reading — writings of the Apostles from the New Testament, especially St. Paul.
4. Gospel — high point of the Word, proclaiming Christ’s life and teaching,
The principles guiding selection of readings are:
e Harmony: Old Testament foreshadows and New fulfills.
e Semi-continuous reading: Books (esp. Gospels and Epistles) are read progressively across weeks.

e Christ-centered: The liturgical year unfolds the mysteries of Christ’s life, death, resurrection, and ascension.

The roots of a lectionary come from Judaism, where synagogue worship included fixed readings from the Law and
Prophets (cf. Luke 4; Acts 13). Early Christianity continued this tradition—St. Paul urged public Scripture reading, and
St. Justin Martyr (2nd c.) described Sunday worship with Old Testament and Gospel readings followed by a homily.
Over centuries, the Roman Church often reduced readings to Epistle and Gospel only, but Vatican Il restored the more
ancient three-reading pattern.

I’ve mentioned this before, but a point worth making again is that, during Ordinary Time, the Old Testament reading,
the Psalm, and the Gospel are meant to connect with each other. Sometimes that connection is obvious - for example,
last week’s First Reading and Gospel both cleatly speak about the value of humility - and sometimes that connection
needs a little further exploration to find. The same pattern is not necessarily meant to be followed during the special
seasons of the year, such as Lent and Advent.

The readings from the Bible come to us during the Mass and so even reading and listening to them contributes to our
worship. At the same time, our souls can be fed by them as we hear God speak to His people. This is incredible
nourishment that prepares us to love God better and follow Jesus more closely as His disciples.

May the Lord give you his peace!
Fr. Bryan

Listen to audio sessions: https://frbryankujawa.podbean.com/




Priesthood Sunday

September 28, 2025 Priesthood Sunday is a spe-
cial day set aside to honor priesthood in the
U.S. It is a day to reflect upon and affirm the
role of the priesthood in the life of the Church.
This nationwide event is coordinated and spon-
sored by the US Council of Serra International.
Please pray for your priests and let them know
how much you love and appreciate them!
“Without the Sacrament of Holy Orders, we
would not have the Lord. Who put him there in
that tabernacle? The priest. Who welcomed
your soul at the beginning of your life? The
priest. Who feeds your soul and gives it
strength for its journey? The priest. Who will
prepare it to appear before God, bathing it one
last time in the blood of Jesus Christ? The
priest, always the priest. And if this soul should
happen to die (as a result of sin), who will raise
it up; who will restore its calm and peace?
Again—the priest... After God, the priest is eve-
rything! Only in heaven will he fully realize what
he is. =St. John Vianney (Patron saint of priests).

Prayer for Fr. Bryan Kujawa
St. Francis Xavier - Oklee
St. Ann’s - Goodridge
St. Clement - Grygla

O Jesus,

Our great High Priest, hear my humble prayers
on behalf of your priests. Give them a deep
faith, a bright and firm hope and a burning love,
which will ever increase in the course of their
priestly life. In their loneliness, comfort them.
In their sorrows, strengthen them. In their
frustrations, reveal to them that it is through
suffering that the soul is purified, and show
them they are so very needed by the Church;
they are needed by souls; they are needed for
the work of redemption. Amen.

Serra Apostolate of the Diocese of Crookston
www.crookston.org/ vocations/serra

September 7, 2025

23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

“Everyone of you who does not renounce all his possessions cannot be my disciple.” LUKE

14:33

When we first hear this statement, it seems that Jesus is making an unrealistic demand upon
us. How can we renounce all of our possessions? We need them to live. However, what we
must renounce is the belief that they belong to us. Everything that we have belongs to God
alone. All of our resources are entrusted to us not only for our own use, but also so that we
can help others. Once we renounce the idea that we possess or are entitled to anything, it is
much easier to share the many gifts that God has given us. Then we truly are His Disciples.

September: Seek

Feast Connection: Saint Jerome (September 30)

Spiritual Wisdom

Saint Jerome’s love of Scripture inspires us to delve deeper into God’s Word.

Goal: Start a Bible study or read a spiritual classic, like "The Confessions of St. Augustine."




St Francis Xavier’s

Sunday, September 07, 2025
Sacristan: Phyllis Melby

Lector:: Bob Melby

Counters: Ann H. & Dolores G

Sunday, September 14, 2025

Sacristan: Margaret
Lector:: Jan D.

Counters: Jo L. & Paul C.

Sunday, September 21, 2025

Sacristan: Emily
Lector:: Jacob

Counters: Margaret & Linda

St Ann’s

Sunday, September 07, 2025
Lector::
Counters: Audrey & Marie

Paula

Sunday, September 14, 2025
Lector:
Counters: Deb & Maggie

Carol

Sunday, September 21, 2025
Lector:
Counters: Audrey & Marie

Paula

St Clement’s

Sunday, September 07, 2025
Lector:: Robbie

Sunday, September 14, 2025
Lector:: Dawn

Sunday, September 21, 2025
Lector: JimC

Sunday, September 28, 2025
Lector:: Laurie

Oklee Catholic Women's
meeting Tuesday September
9th at 9:00 at the Oklee Church
kitchen. All women invited,
members or not. Come!

Recently

Deceased Loved 1Gary

LaCoursiere

TJulie Paquin
TFrankie Cyr

TCliff Melby

TJake Martell

TGreg Eck

TAnnette LaCoursiere
1Brad Gunderson
TLarry Fossum
TJoAnn Hamm

TGail (Lambert) Bowlin
TAmbrose Bergeron

Richard Bourque
Delton Sebenaler

TReinold Lambert
tDonna Bergeron
TBernard ”Pete” Plante
TOdette Abboud

Doug Cullen
e,
TTheresa Mutnansky
TTony Kiesow
TMike Paquin
TDaniel Cullen
TGeorge Pittman

Pray For Those
Who Are Sick

Donnie Tougas
Kenneth LaCoursiere
Shirley Dessellier
Michael Bachand
Debra Olson
Ambrose Beaudoin
Don LaCoursiere
Cindy Determan
Grace Rundell
MaryAnn Lambert
Bailey Herried Drotts
George Pittman
Doris Dessellier
Danielle Swanson
Mark Stromberg
Sylvia Remick Morey
Tony Radniecki

Bob Radniecki
Darren Tougas

Jude Syvertson

Rick Dulka

Dave Zavoral

Josie Rodriguez

Roy Rystad

Dave Longtin, Shorty
Bonnie Cote

Joyce Tougas
Brian Peterson
Roger Lambert
Carolyn Pittman
Jack Miller

Mike Dessellier
Adam Cwikla
Bonnie Paquin
Del Determan
Bob Carriere
Michelle Morrissey
Debbie Perreault
Dorothy Sebanaler
Arnie Paradis

Jake Bastyr

Julia Neubert
Penny Kalar

John Lessard
Marilyn (Bachand) Marsh

TITHING

St. Francis Xavier’s in Oklee
August 31, 2025

Adult Envelopes $1205.00
Loose Plate 20.00
Total $1225.00

St. Ann’s in Goodridge
August 31, 2025

Adult Envelopes $486.00
Total $486.00

St. Clement’s in Grygla
August 31, 2025

Adult Envelopes $555.00
Loose Plate 102.00
Total $657.00

Anyone wishing to have a MASS offered for a loved one, living or deceased,

you may leave name and the customary donation of $10.00 in the offering basket in an

envelope.

Lord Jesus Christ, who are
called the Prince of Peace, who
are Yourself our peace and rec-
onciliation, who so often said,
“Peace to you” — please grant
us peace.

Make all men and women wit-
nesses of truth, justice and
brotherly love. Banish from
their hearts whatever might
endanger peace. Enlighten our
rulers that they may guarantee
and defend the great gift of
peace.

May all peoples on the earth
become as brothers and sisters.

May longed-for peace blossom
forth and reign always over us
all. Amen.




