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CLERGY COLUMN

Catholic Massterclass
Brief review:

e Mass is an act of worship, a moment for us to come and express to God what He is worth to us.
Our primary focus is on Him, not on ourselves.

e We worship on Sundays because of His command to keep the Sabbath holy. The Jews under-
stood this to mean Saturdays, but the early Christians transferred the fulfillment of this command-
ment to Sundays, the day that Jesus rose from the dead. We worship on Sundays as an expression of
obedience to this command, but also because this obedience will lead to our flourishing,. It’s not
about us, but following God’s commands leads us to become the people God created us to be. That’s
important.

L]

This week, we’re looking at the Mass as a sacrifice. To be sure, this is probably too big of a topic for just

one session, but we’ll do our best.

Mirriam-Webster Dictionary defines sacrifice as “an act of offering to a deity something precious”. Ulti-

mately, worship has this sense of sacrifice at its core - God is worth every sacrifice, every precious offer-

ing. Toward the beginning of Genesis, we’re told that the offering most favorable to God was the offer-

ing made by Abel from among the “best firstlings” of his flock. He offered something precious to God

in worship and it was acceptable to the Lord.

Later on, while the pattern of sin continues to grow in the world, God establishes a system of worship
(we’ll talk more about the structure next week), which has at its heart the sacrifice of animals and other
offerings. There is something about these animal sacrifices that bring atonement for sin - they repair, im-
perfectly and temporarily, the damage caused by sin and restore the family relationship (covenant) be-
tween the people and God. The animal sacrifices could be called “ritualized self-offering”, which means
the person offering the animal in sacrifice is symbolically offering himself to God in sacrifice. We could
imagine how precious an offering this may have been, since it was symbolic of offering one’s own life to
God. These sacrifices are so clearly at the heart of the people’s relationship with God in the Old Testa-
ment - they included animal sacrifices (bloody) and sactifices of bread/grain (unbloody).

When Jesus came along, He instituted the New Covenant sacrifice at the Last Supper. With the bread
and the chalice of wine, He no longer symbolically offered Himself to the Father: “This is my body,
which will be given up for you. ... This is the chalice of my blood, which will be poured out for you.”
He made a connection between the Eucharist and the Crucifixion that would take place the next day.
The Crucifixion was a bloody self-sacrifice offered to the Father in obedience and worship, while the
Eucharist is the unbloody self-sacrifice offered to the Father in union with the Crucifixion. When He
said, “Do this in memory of me,” his disciples understood that this unbloody sacrifice was to be offered
as the sacrifice of the New Covenant, a new memorial ritual to be offered. This time, however, there is
no mere symbolic offering, but the same self-offering of Jesus on the cross and at the Last Supper in an
unbloody way. When the priest offers the Mass, he is doing so in the Person of Christ, which means it is
Jesus acting through and in him. Jesus transports us back to the Last Supper and to the Cross all at one
moment where we take part in His self-offering to the Father. Hebrews chapters 9 & 10 help us to see
that the sacrifice of Jesus is eternal, perpetual, so the Mass is our way of participating in that one sacti-
fice.

May the Lord give you His Peace Fr. Bryan

7th Sunday of Ordinary Time

"But rather, love your enemies and do good to them, and lend without expecting anything
back...” - LUKE 6:35

Easier said than done, right? But, if we are to imitate Christ, most of us need to practice mercy
and compassion more frequently. Start with the little daily annoyances that we experience, the
unkind word or hateful glance we receive. Instead of plotting revenge on that person, try saying
a quick prayer for that person. Praying for our enemies doesn’t change them, it changes us.
Mercy and compassion will keep us on the path to holiness.

/ Fix Your Eyes on His Healing Touch \

In Mark 8:22-26, while Jesus was in Bethsaida, some people brought him a blind

man and begged Jesus to touch him. Jesus took the blind man by the hand and
led him out of the village. He then put saliva on his eyes and laid His hands on him
and asked the blind man if he could see anything. The blind man said he could see
people, but they looked like walking trees. Jesus laid his hands on him again and
the blind man’s sight was restored.

The love of Jesus is not just for one act or moment. He is the God of abundance;
He always has more healing for you. He never tires revisiting the area of your life
He has already touched. He desires to lay His hands where we need Him to the

Qst so He may completely restore you with His healing touch. /

Have you made a commitment to the 2025 Diocesan Annual Appeal? If you have,
thank you! If not please make your pledge or gift this weekend. You can donate on
line at www.crookston.org/DAA. Prayfully consider joining many others in the
Bishop’ Guild. The ministries you support touch the lives of thousands of Catholics

in the Diocese of Crookston!

For questions about automatic sustained giving, which is highly recommended, contact
Renee Tate at rtate(@crookston.org or call 218-281-4533, ext. 432. Thank you for your
generosity to the Diocesan Annual Appeall.

Your gifts make Christ’s love present in our Community!




